Spanish 537 – Spanish Psycholinguistics

Instructor: John Grinstead

Place/Time: Hagerty 62/T-Th (3:30 - 5:18PM)

Office: Hagerty 283

Tel: 292-8856

Email: grinstead.11@osu.edu
Office Hours: Tuesday-Thursday (12:00-2:00PM)

Description: 

Undergraduate Hispanic Linguistics at OSU provides students with an introduction to the linguistic subfields of syntax, semantics, phonology, phonetics, sociolinguistics, pragmatics and historical linguistics in Spanish. These subfields are largely concerned with the linguistic knowledge of typical, adult speakers of particular Spanish-language speech communities. However, much can be learned about language from the study of atypical speakers as well. In this course students will be introduced to populations in which linguistic cognition is non-standard, either because aspects of it have not yet developed, as in the case of typical child language development, or because it cannot develop, as in cases of disordered child language development and certain aspects of adult second language acquisition which appear very difficult to acquire, or because it has been acquired, but has been lost as a result of brain injury, as in the case of the aphasias. Similarly, students will be introduced to American and Mexican Sign Languages as a means of illustrating how language and its development in children is not specific to the vocal-auditory modality, but rather can also develop in the gestural-visual modality. Through the study of atypical language phenomena, students are introduced to the ways in which aspects of linguistic cognition interface with other aspects of cognition. In this way, linguistics tells us something about the organization of the mind in general. 

Prerequisites: Spanish 430
Objectives: 

In this course students will be introduced to the development and breakdown of Spanish across multiple populations: typically developing child language, adult second language and disordered populations including adult aphasics, autistics and children with specific language impairment. The focus of the course will be the degree to which evidence can be drawn from these alternative sources to inform our views of the nature of language and other cognitive domains. In this course, students will be introduced to these phenomena and asked to think about ways in which Spanish offers unique opportunities to study them.

Texts:

To be purchased by students:

Crain, S., & Lillo-Martin, D. C. (1999). An introduction to linguistic theory and language acquisition. Malden, Mass.: Blackwell Publishers.

White, L. (2003). Second language acquisition and universal grammar. Cambridge, UK; New York: Cambridge University Press.

To be provided by the instructor:

Ardila, A. (2001). The manifestation of aphasic symptoms in Spanish. Journal of Neurolinguistics, 14(2-4), 337-347.

Bedore, L., & Leonard, L. (2001). Grammatical morphology deficits in Spanish-speaking children with specific language impairment. Journal of Speech, Language, and Hearing Research, 44(4), 905-924.

Leonard, L. B. (1997). Children with specific language impairment. Cambridge: MIT Press. (Chapters 2 & 4).

Lord, C., Risi, S., & Pickles, A. (2004). Trajectory of language development in autistic spectrum disorders. In M. L. Rice & S. F. Warren (Eds.), Developmental language disorders: From phenotypes to etiologies (pp. 7-30). Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum.

Paradis, M. (2001). The need for awareness of aphasia symptoms in different languages. Journal of Neurolinguistics, 14(2-4), 85-91.

Grading:

· Homework – 


30%

· Attendence - 


  5%

· Take-home Midterm – 

20%

· Take-home Final – 

20%

· Research Overview Report - 
20%

· Rough draft – 5%

· Final draft – 15%

· Oral Presentation -

  5%

Students with Disabilities:

The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) provides protection from illegal discrimination for qualified individuals with disabilities. Any student who feels s/he may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact me privately to discuss your specific needs and should also contact the Office for Disability Services at 614-292-3307 in room 150 Pomerene Hall to coordinate reasonable accommodations for students with documented disabilities.
Homework:

The homework assignments will consist of short answer analytical questions based on the lecture and the readings. They will be due 1 week after they are assigned – see the dates given in the course schedule. 

Written assignments must be typed or done by computer (with the exception of tree diagrams, phonetic transcriptions and the like, which may be completed using ink), double spaced with a 12-point font and 1-inch margins.

I encourage homework to be done in consultation with classmates. However, assignments are to be written in your own words. Please refer to OSU's Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp;).

Attendance: 

Attendance is required and checked daily. You are allowed four absences. After the fourth absence, your attendance grade will be lowered. The only cases in which more than four absences will be accepted are for representing the university in a University-sponsored event (documentation required) or serious illness (documentation required). If you know you will be missing class for a valid reason, talk to me ahead of time to arrange to make up the work you will miss.

Take-home Exams:
Students will have a week to complete the midterm and the final. It is expected that these be done collaboratively. However, as with the homework, exams are to be written in your own words.
Academic Misconduct:
It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases  of student academic misconduct. The term "academic misconduct" includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct ot the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs/osu/edu/info_for_students/csc.asp).
Research Overview Report:
Students will be randomly grouped into (approximately) 3-person teams, each of which will be assigned an area of grammar which has been studied in child language, second language or in disordered populations. 

Written Component

Each member of the group will read and summarize at least 3 studies on the group’s grammar area for a group total of 9 studies. We will practice summary writing in class.
The team members will then write a report summarizing the findings of the studies they reviewed. On the basis of this review, the team should also answer at least the following questions in their report:

1. Do the studies we read tell us anything about the organization of the mind?

2. Does Spanish grammar present a unique opportunity to investigate any of the questions raised in the studies reviewed? If so, how would you go about doing this? What would your experiment be?

NOTE: The part of the report summarizing the studies must be turned in as a rough draft on Thursday of 8th week. This is worth 5% and must be turned in on time. The final report is due Thursday of 10th week and is worth another 15%.

Oral Component

The oral assignment will consist of a maximum 30 minute oral presentation of this report to the class during the last three class sessions of the quarter. The presentation should be based on the paper and should include a handout.

Switching - students may switch groups only if they can find someone in another group willing to join the group they are leaving and with the instructor’s consent.

Distribution of labor statement – a statement must be included with the final written report saying how the labor was divided (who did what) and it must be signed be all team members.

Research Overview Groups

	Group 1 – Subjects

	

	Group 2 – Wh- Questions

	

	Group 3 – Negation

	

	Group 4 – Verb Forms

	

	Group 5 – Voice-Onset Time

	





	Group 6 – Derivational Morphology

	

	Group 7 – Intonation

	

	Group 8 – Object Clitics

	

	Group 9 – Binding Theory

	

	Group 10 - Quantifiers

	


Finding Studies – Studies to review for the report will be found in journal articles, book chapters and conference proceedings. Of the library’s electronic databases, LLBA, PsychInfo, MLA and Linguistics Abstracts Online are especially useful. Proceedings of the Boston University Conference on Child Language Development (BUCLD) are particularly good sources. The library has some of these volumes and I have them from 1994 to the present. Also the proceedings of Generative Approaches to Language Acquisition (GALA) is useful, though the library does not appear to have these and so they would have to be ordered through interlibrary loan.

Course Schedule
*This schedule is approximate and may change as the quarter progresses.

	Week
	Tuesday
	Topic
	Thursday
	Topic

	1
	
	Introduction – CLM-Ch. 1

Knowledge in the absence of  experience – CLM-Ch. 2
	
	Milestones – C&L CLM-Ch. 3 HW 1

	2
	
	Behaviorism and How Language is acquired – CLM-Chs. 4 & 5

Recursion and Corrective Feedback – CLM-Ch. 5
	
	Corrective Feedback and Universal Grammar – CLM-Ch. 5

Universal Grammar – CLM-Ch. 6   HW 1 due HW 2

	3
	
	Phrase Structure – Part II intro and CLM-Ch. 8

Phrase Structure – CLM-Chs. 9 and 11
	
	Yes/No Questions – CLM-Ch. 16

Acquisition of Yes/No Questions – CLM-Ch. 17

HW 2 due HW 3

	4
	
	The Structure of American Sign Language & Comparisons with Mexican Sign Language – CLM-Ch.27

The Acquisition of American Sign Language – CLM-Ch. 28
	
	Midterm Evaluation

The Structure and Acquisition of Wh- Questions in ASL – CLM-Ch. 29

HW 3 due

Midterm Handed Out

	5
	
	Discuss Evaluation

SLI – Leonard Ch. 2  (Provided by Instructor)
	
	SLI – Leonard Ch. 4  (Provided by Instructor)

Midterm Due

	6
	
	Autism – Lord, Risi & Pickles (2004) (Provided by Instructor)
	
	Aphasia – Paradis (2001), Ardilla (2001) (Provided by Instructor)
HW 4

	7
	
	L2 Syntax – Universal Grammar and Language Acquisition - White Ch. 1
	
	L2 Syntax – Principles of Universal Grammar in L2 Acquisition - White Ch. 2

HW 4 Due

	8
	
	L2 Syntax – The Initial State - White Ch. 3
	
	L2 Syntax – Ultimate Attainment: the nature of the steady state - White Ch. 8

Summaries Due

	9
	
	Catch-up Day

Group 1 Presentation


	
	Groups 2, 3 & 4 Presentations

Final Handed Out

	10
	
	Groups 5, 6 & 7 Presentations
	
	Groups 8, 9 & 10 Presentations

Research Overview Report Due

	Finals
	
	Final Due Tuesday by 12:00PM in my departmental mailbox.
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